
November Program 
Ed Alverson will cover erythroniums (Trout Lily) that grow in the Pacific 
Northwest and he has great color photographs, having ranged all over the 
PNW seeking them in the wild. He is able to give excellent descriptions of 
habitat and diversity of flowers.  He has written numerous articles for The 
Nature Conservancy and the Scottish Rock Garden Club, among others on na-
tive plants. 

President’s  Message  
Liz Hult in  

Our Cranberry harvest is almost over.  Our planned post harvest trip, one we can 
afford with this year's income from the bogs, will be to Langlois Mountain to see if 
the Occidentale seed is ready to harvest.  I hope the plastic ribbons I used to mark 
the plants I wished to collect from have not blown away.  I collected some Japoni-
cum seed again.  The seedlings did very well and began blooming in four years. 

Our unusual weather is continuing.  I counted the other day and found I have 19 
Rhododendrons in bloom.  Most have just a few blossoms, but five have such heavy 
bloom that I checked to see if there will be anything on them next spring. 

We are going to the Bandon City park November 8 to remove the plants we put 
in.  I submitted the information about when and who to the city office several 
weeks ago.  We won't know until they are out of the ground if any can be salvaged. 

Jack Hackett has been caring for the Rhododendrons donated to our chapter by 
Harold Greer for use in public projects.  The day after our meeting giving jack per-
mission to contact Shore Acres about them, he went over to Shore Acres to discuss 
the plants with them.  They were delighted to receive them so Jack delivered them 
the same day.  A number of the plants are fragrant so they planned to plant them 
around a bench so people can sit and enjoy the scents.  The plants should be in the 
ground by now.  Thank you Jack. 

See you at the meeting.  We need to decide when to have our Christmas potluck 
that Bob and Marjene have offered to host.  
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November 2014 

Meeting Time/Place 

November 20 —7:00 pm 
N. Bend Housing Authority 
1700 Monroe Street 
North Bend 

Pre Meeting Dinner—
5:00 pm 

La Costa 
1930 Newmark St,  
North Bend  

RSVP to Marjene MacIntyre 

marjenem@frontier.com 

541-347-7269 

 

Meeting Refreshments: 

Wanda Hackett 

W W W . S W O R E G O N - A R S . O R G /    

http://www.sworegon-ars.org/
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November Speaker—Ed Alver son 
 

Ed Alverson has a BS in biology from The Evergreen State College and a MS in Botany from Oregon State Universi-
ty, and worked as a field botanist and stewardship ecologist in the Pacific Northwest, (particularly in the Willamette 
Valley) for over 30 years. He has particular interests in fern taxonomy, comparative biogeography, and the conser-
vation, management, and restoration of prairie, savanna, and oak woodland habitats.  Ed has also authored more 
than 50 popular and scientific articles on a variety botanical and ecological topics, from plant taxonomy and ecology 
to botanical history and exploration. 



Across  the Kitchen Table  
Bob MacIntyre  

It has been a very busy autumn with many meetings and many changes at the ARS level. Things seem to be settling down to a more 
normal dull roar. 

I do hope you remembered our normal fall chores of garden clean-up with the removal of weeds, dead leaves and other debris 
from flower beds. The plants should have been fertilized in September. Fertilizing at this time of year is not recommended. In the 
event the weather turns cold you do not want any new growth to begin that would be damaged or killed by the frost. 

Now is a good time to prune any dead branches or those that are severely broken. Keep the plants clean underneath to discourage 
any snails or slugs from laying eggs. 

Mid to late fall are ideal times to put in new plants. Well mulched new plantings will able to take advantage of the rain to establish 
a new root system. Transplanting potted plants is best done now and remember to tease out and break up the roots that have de-
veloped around the inside of the pot. Many larger potted plants may need to be staked with 2 or 3 stakes around the new plant to 
prevent being blown over during heavy storms and winds. 

I would like to encourage our members to bring in new people who seem interested in gardening. And as a reminder to all, please 
say hello to any visitors to our meetings and make them feel welcome. 

 

Good gardening 

Bob MacIntyre 
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Ann’s  Cor ner  
Ann Drake  

Sometimes the good Lord looks out after silly gardeners  like me.  I took some cuttings in September and they are doing quite well 
considering they had to compete with sunflower seeds.  Usually the potting mix is in a 5 gallon bucket with a lid.  Well, I put some 
mix in the big plastic potting tray I use to pot from.  After about  a week I finally got around to taking the cuttings, potted them 
and put them in the covered tray.   After a while I checked them for the first time in a while.  Boy, they looked like they had put on 
a lot of growth.  Low and behold the rhododendrons were competing with a large crop of sunflowers!  I had covered the remainder 
of the potting mix with an empty feed sack as I always do but a  rodent had stashed his winters food in my cutting mix.  He has  
since been caught in a trap. Even though I had to pull out all the sunflowers in the pots disturbing their roots they are really doing 
very well.  Another lesson learned.  What more can you expect from someone who puts a not-quite-open bloom in the microwave 
for just a teeny tiny minute to get it to open up a little more! 
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Repor t  from our Distr ict  Director  
Anne Gross  

Steve and I attended the Western Regional in Everett, WA last week.  Thankfully, we got enough rain before the trip that I did-

n’t have to worry about plants dying from lack of water while we were gone.  I thought I’s give folks a summary of the highlights 

(and a lowlight) of the event that might be of interest. 

ARS Board Meeting:  The meeting was well attended, although Districts 3 and 6 do not have a director or alternate.  I believe 

Dist. 3 has been without a District Director 3 years now.  Unfortunately, the air conditioning fan in the room was at roar level, so 

those of us with age-related diminished hearing, which was most of us, had a hard time grasping everything that was said. A full 

summary of the meeting will appear in the Journal sometime in the future.  Items of particular interest at the Everett meeting are 

as follows: 

 New  officers.  Bruce Feller, ARS President resigned before the meeting.  Our own District 4 member, Bob MacIntyre, 

who had been serving as Western vice-president, will fill out Bruce’s term and then his own term as President which begins after 

the 2015 Spring Board Meeting.  Linda Derlach was confirmed as the new Secretary, to replace  Kath Collier who had term-

limited out but continued in the job as no one had come forth to volunteer for the time-consuming and rather thankless job (I 

know, as I did it years ago).  Ken Webb replaces Bob as Western Vice-president.   

 Budget.  The ARS has a deficit of about $23,000 for this budget period.  Cuts totaling $19,500 were approved.  The big 

cuts were in travel expenses.  Travel for the Executive Director (Laura Grant), Journal Editor (Glen Jamieson) and for other offic-

ers was eliminated.    Funding levels for the Journal   were reduced.  Due to increase fund growth, the Endowment fund contribut-

ed $2,200 to help fill the shortfall gap.  A recent increase in membership, if it holds, will cover some of the shortfall.  The final 

approved budget, however still has a $3500 shortfall.  A motion to raise dues by $5.00 per membership was narrowly voted down, 

as in the past, when dues were raised, membership fell significantly.  Options to ask members for special donations or to reduce 

the size of the Journal or only print it 3 times a year were floated.  Of course, if members were to opt for the electronic version of 

the Journal, there would be significant savings in printing and mailing costs. 

 Membership.  To my pleasant surprise, the Fall ARS membership census shows an increase of 400 members since the 

Spring census.  Obviously, more members translates to more revenue for the ARS coffers.  We need to do more sharing of infor-

mation as to what recruitment and retention methods work. Membership in our district declined by eight since Spring.  In District 

4, the Southwestern chapter has been most active in recruitment efforts.   Unfortunately, The ARS Membership committee lacks a 

chair person and members. 

Saturday programs 

 Bob Zimmerman    Bob owns Chimacum Woods Nursery in Port Ludlow, WA.  He gave a presentation titled “The 

siren Song of Species”, covering trips he has made to Asia.  I visited his nursery a few months ago.  It covered several acres, filled 

with species rhododendrons of all sizes.    His program featured beautiful photos of species foliage and some amazing scenery.   

 Dr. Ben Hall   Dr. Hall has taught Genetics and Botany at the U. of Washington.  His program covered the evolutionary 

history within and between rhododendron species in Asia and North America.  Until 10,000,000 years ago, there was a land bridge 

between northern Asia and North America, which enabled the spread of rhododendrons to this hemisphere.  There was also a land 

bridge that extended from Northern Europe, across Iceland, Greenland and Labrador that enabled rhododendron migration from 

Europe.  Genetics have shown that red pigment in rhododendrons becomes more predominant at higher elevations, with the ex-

ception of three species.   This explains why we so many R. arboreums & their relatives in pictures taken in the Himalayas.  For 

some of the more technical aspects of Dr. Hall’s talk, check with Steve or Keith White, who were both in attendance. 

 Susie Egan    She and her husband own  Cottage Lake Gardens and B&B in Woodinville, WA.  Her  program was on 
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trilliums.  She informed us that trillium are native to Northeast & Eastern Asia and to North America, having migrated to Asia over 

the aforementioned land bridges.  There are 48 species world-wide, 6 inAsia and 42 in America.    Thirty-five are native to the East 

Coast and 7 to the West Coast, although all species can grow here.  Trillium are rhizomes, not bulbs, and can be divided.  Their 

seeds are disbursed by ants.  It takes 7 years from seed to flower.  There is no above ground growth until the 3rd year and the rhi-

zomes do not begin until the 5th year, when is also they first have 3 leaves.   Trillium do not require watering in the summer (my 

kind of plant).   The white pedicellate trillium common here is ovatum.   Red pedicellate forms include erectum and vaseyi.  There 

is one vaseyi at the Smith Garden.  I haven’t had any luck with growing it.  The erectums I bought several years ago lasted for a few 

years, but haven’t made an appearance in recent years.  The white sessile forms in our area are parviflorum and albidum.  Red ses-

siles include cuneatum and chloroopetalum.  There is a bicolor trillium, undulatum, which I have not been able to grow.  Susie did 

show pictures of a double grandiflorum, often referred to as snow bunting, which is very rare, sterile and expensive.  Too bad, as it 

is truly beautiful.   

 Sharon Ronsee    This  program was about Japanese maples.  A lot of the pictures she showed were of Japanese maples I 

already have or (just discovered last week) lost due to the drought (and being up on a rocky hillside which I had not navigated this 

summer due to the heat and sciatica).  About all I gained from this session was that Japanese maples should be planted on a bit of a 

mound.    Also, the often weirdly shaped new foliage they get in the fall should not be cut off.  It will revert to a normal appearance 

in the spring.  

 Steve Hootman     Steve gave another of his great talks at the Saturday evening banquet.  This time, his presentation cov-

ered his trip to Australia and Tasmania, focusing on the gardens and flora of Tasmania.  It made me really want to go there, if only I 

wouldn’t have to be confined in a large metal tube, way above the ocean, for hours on end with no leg room. 

Executive Director’s Open Forum    Sunday morning the ARS Exec. Dir., Laura Grant, held an open forum for anyone inter-

ested.  This was the best attended such event I have been to over the years.   She asked that chapter presidents remind their members 

to  promptly report changes of email & snail mail addresses to her.   She tries to update email addresses on the OARS site monthly.  

It is particularly important to report a change in mailing address so that the Journal is not returned and then have to be resent, as 

mailing costs for the Journal are not cheap.   Changes in chapter presidents, newsletter editors and treasurers should also be report-

ed.   Again, we should encourage members to get the Journal on line.  Speaking of the Journal, “how-to” articles for beginners are 

always needed.   Suggestions for articles or changes in Journal content should be emailed to Glen Jamieson.   The ARS has many 

committees that need volunteers.  It was suggested that a future Journal article describe the function of each committee in hopes that 

volunteers will come forth.    

Membership was discussed, of course.  Ideas on how to attract new members and retain the ones we have need to be shared.  Cur-

rently, the ARS Membership committee exists in name only.  There is no chairperson, nor are there any members on the commit-

tee.  Any volunteers?   You can be sure that with our new ARS President, membership will be a priority.   Under Bob’s leadership 

over the years, the Southwestern chapter has been the most aggressive chapter in our district, and perhaps in the ARS, in outreach 

efforts to gain new members.  Membership growth depends on all members, not just the same handful of people who seem to end 

up going everything.     

Repor t  from our Distr ict  Director (cont’d)  
Anne Gross  



This article was printed in the Pacific Bulb Society bulletin and submitted by Robin 

My workbench is probably the single most important tool in my greenhouse because I spend so much time working on it.  It 

can also be the single most disorganized mess of the many I create, and consequently, the most frustrating part of this joyful 

business of growing plants. At the height of my frustration, my memories of a workshop on nursery ergonomics pop up to re-

mind me just how important it is not only to keep my work area organized, but also how important it is to work without creat-

ing pain! 

As time goes on, we all develop little whimpers or large groans as we work about our gardens.  We don’t  have to develop 

some of these pains or at least we can mitigate them, by working with awareness of  how we’re using our bodies in relation to 

our work areas.  The repetitive movements we make and the positions of our bodies in relation to those movements must be 

considered each time we build a new work area.   

Because I do try to work sensibly, I’ve experimented with various heights of workbenches until I’ve found one that keeps me 

comfortable for longish periods of times.  Along with waist-high benches, the next important item is reach.  A bench shouldn’t 

be too deep, or reaching for items not only puts your body off balance, it strains your neck and head and eventually your back.  

Invariably my benches have been of the “put it together cheap and quick” variety with concrete blocks and rectangular pieces of 

5/8-inch to 3/4-inch plywood.  They’re easy to shim to level them, they can be moved quickly if needed, and they provide a 

smooth, firm workings surface.  Adding a two or three-inch lip around three sides so soil and pots don’t get pushed off is essen-

tial. 

Also consider orientation of the bench in relation to the sun, shade and weather.  A bench outside in the shade in summer is the 

best antidote for a hot greenhouse.  But if your bench is in an unshaded greenhouse and you have nowhere outside that’s as 

convenient, consider installing a piece of shadecloth over the work area.   Location of the bench in relation to supplies is anoth-

er consideration.  Mine is near the  end of the greenhouse closest to my stacks of pots and flats, with easy access to the soil mix 

pile.  

Invariably, you’ll need plant labels, marking pens, scissors, forks, knives, spoons, dibbles and other tools on your worktop.  If 

you don’t want them to disappear under the mound of potting soil as happens to me all too often, you’ll have to do something 

with them.  Plastic quart tubs that once contained honey or margarine work well, keeping the tools upright and easy to grab.  I 

use numerous colors of labels so I put them in several two-inch rosepots in a container.  There is also a small supply of various 

sizes of pots in the work area that is replenished frequently, along with plastic lidded containers of fertilizers, rooting hormone, 

and sometimes a small bucket of granite turkey grit or pumice.  Yes, my preference is always plastic containers, since living on 

the Oregon coast provides an instant recipe for rust.  Plastic has only one bad habit:  it eventually degrades when exposed to 

sunlight, but eventually is too far away to worry about. 

Now that you’re organized and working away, I’ll offer one more tip.  Don’t stand in the same position for hours.  Break up 

your tasks into small increments.  Put a few shovels of potting soil on the workbench, a few pots and a few plants to work 

with, then replenish your supplies.  Take a break and have a drink of water or walk around.  Remember, we’re not into pain 

here - we’re trying to avoid it!  Whoever said “no pain, no gain” wasn’t 60 and arthritic... 

 

Our Work Areas  
Robin Hansen  
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2014 December—Annual Holiday Party—date TBD 
   
Conferences & Special Events 
   
 

2015 May 6—10, ARS Annual Convention—70th Anniversary— Sidney, BC Canada 
 For information regarding the convention go to:  www.2015rhodo.ca 
 
 Date TBD—Fall Conference—Long Island, New York 

 
2016 April 20-13 ARS/ASA Annual Convention— Williamsburg, VA 
  

Future Events  
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Pictures submitted by Ray Lee 


