
March ProgramñJack Olsen 
 

Jack will  enlighten us with Little Known Facts about Rhododendrons and Hybrids. 

Presidentõs Message 
Liz Hult in  

S 
o far we are getting the "warm" rain I was hoping for.  Things are really coming 

into bloom.  Else Frye and Elizabeth are coming into full bloom.  The Trilliums in 

the backyard are also in bloom and the weeds are coming back.  Spring is here. 

    I enjoyed Mike Stewart's presentation very much.  In the past I had fantasies about ex-

ploring as he and many others have, but I realize that is all they will ever be, fanta-

sies.  The closest I will ever come is to donate funds to send others out.  It was a real turn 

off when I read that in the years before good repellants, native guides refused to take cli-

ents searching for Rhododendrons and other plants in the rain forests during certain times 

of the year because of the numerous leaches descending from the trees. 

    I have belonged to the Rhododendron Species Foundation for 12 years.  It is really help-

ful to know the parentage of a hybrid.  If the parents need shade, or good drainage, or will 

not tolerate temperatures below 20 degrees, possibly the hybrid will need those same 

conditions.  Most catalogs don't give much information about growing specific varieties. 

    Mike's talk gave me the incentive to fill out and send in the seed order form from the 

foundation that I had already printed out.  Anyone can order from the foundation, you get 

a price break and can order earlier if you are a member. Anything worth doing is worth 

doing to excess.  I ordered 17 packets of seed.  The previous time I had ordered seed from 

the foundation they doubled some of the order because some of the seed was older and 

they worried that germination might be reduced.  I think every seed sprouted. I may again 

have seed to share if anyone is interested. 
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March 2014  

Meeting Time/Place 

March 20 ñ7:00 pm 
N. Bend Housing Authority 
1700 Monroe Street 
North Bend 

Pre Meeting Dinnerð
5:00 pm 

Benettiõs 

260 S. Broadway 

Coos Bay 

RSVP to Marjene MacIntyre 

marjenem@frontier.com 

541-347-7269 

 

Meeting Refreshments: 

     Jack Hackett 
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Annõs Corner 
Ann Drake 

A 
 bag of lemons:  Many yellows coming into bloom early.  The FCC form of r. lutescens  is a gem.  R. W. 
Rye has been blooming for at least a month.  Nike is opening.  Yet to be seen is Goldilocks,  Sunspray,  
Sunny Day,  Banana Flip,  Many Moons , Butterhorn  and Lemon Dream.  Lost forever is;  Lemonade,  

Lemon Marmalade, r. burmanicum, Hotei and Lemon Mist. Two more regretful losses:  Crest, still the best yellow, 
and a cross by Lofthouse  called Lemon Float.  When we visited New Zealand, my favorite at Pukeiti was Lemon 
Lodge, a huge bloom .   Shamrock, an old favorite always manages to show up on St. Patrickõs  Day.  Has bloomed 
for over 30 years.   Almost forgot: a cross:  R. yak x Mrs. Lamont Copland x Tweedy Bird  a low growing pale yel-
low , a favorite of mine. Always pat it little when I walk by.  Tom made this cross in 1995.  Know there are many 
more good yellows out there.   Now we just wait for the sun!     

Lemonade: Pictures by  Ken Gibson, private garden Vancouver Island Canada 
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hΦ Ih²!w5 ILb{5![9 D!w59bΣ {twLbD нлмп 

hǇŜƴ DŀǊŘŜƴ 5ŀȅǎ ϧ hǘƘŜǊ bŜǿǎ 

¢ƘŜ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ Ǿƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ōŀǎŜŘ ΨCǊƛŜƴŘǎΩ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǝƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 

ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǊƘƻŘƻŘŜƴŘǊƻƴǎΣ ŎŀƳŜƭƭƛŀǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƎƴƻƭƛŀǎ ƛǎ ǊŜƅŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƳŀƴǇƻǿŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻǇŜƴ Řŀȅǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŘŀǘŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ 

ƭŀǘŜ !ǇǊƛƭ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅǎ ƛƴ aŀȅ--!ǇǊƛƭ нсΣ aŀȅ мл ŀƴŘ aŀȅ нпΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǇŜƴ 

ƘƻǳǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ŀǘ мл !a ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ н taΦ !ƳǇƭŜ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 9ƭƪ 

±ƛŜǿƛƴƎ !ǊŜŀ Yƛƻǎƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ƳƛƭŜ ǿŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΦ 

!ǧŜƴŘ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ōƻǘƘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƭŜƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ Ǿƛŀ 

ŜȄǇŜǊǝǎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƘƻŘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǾƛǎƛǝƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ŀǧǊŀŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

ōƭƻƻƳƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎƭŜΦ ! ǊŜǿŀǊŘƛƴƎ ƳŜŀƴǎΣ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΣ ƻŦ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ !w{ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

ǇǊƻƳƻǝƴƎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǊƘƻŘƻŘŜƴŘǊƻƴǎΣ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǎǘ ƻŦ ŀ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ 

ŀǊǊŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΦ 

ώLŦ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊόǎύ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƻƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŀǘŜΣ L ǎǳǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 

ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘΦ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƳŜΦϐ 

нлмп ƳŀǊƪǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŘŜŎŀŘŜ ƛƴ ǊŜŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ IƛƴǎŘŀƭŜ DŀǊŘŜƴΦ Lƴ 

ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŎƘƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǊŜƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǊƻǳƎƘ ƎǊŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜŜŘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΣ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ 

¸ƻǳǘƘ /ƻǊǇǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŀ ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ǇŀǘƘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊƻǳǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƘŀǾŜ 

ōŜŜƴ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ !w{ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ǿŜŜŘ 

ōŀǊǊƛŜǊ ǘƻǇǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƭŀǝǾŜƭȅ ŎƻŀǊǎŜ ǿƻƻŘ ŎƘƛǇǎΦ hǘƘŜǊ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ōȅ ǘƘŜ .[a 

ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘǊŜŜ ǇǊǳƴƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴ 

ŀǧǊŀŎǝǾŜ ŀǊŎƘŜŘ ǿƻƻŘŜƴ ǇŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ Ŝŀǎǘ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǎŜƎƳŜƴǘǎΦ 

¢ƘŜ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƛǎ ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǎŜŎǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ 

wŜŜŘǎǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ǌƻōǳǎǘ ƛǊǊƛƎŀǝƻƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΦ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ .[a 

ŀƎŜƴŎȅκǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ǿƻǊƪ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƛŘŜƴǝŬŜŘ ƭƻƴƎ ǊŀƴƎŜ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǇŜǘǳŀƭ 

ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hΦ IƻǿŀǊŘ IƛƴǎŘŀƭŜ DŀǊŘŜƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǿŜƭƭ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ 

ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5Ŝŀƴǎ /ǊŜŜƪ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ƻŶŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ά{ŎŜƴƛŎ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ оуέΦ Φ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ŦŜŜƭ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ƻǊ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎΦ 

DƻǊŘƻƴ ²ȅƭƛŜ 

ƭƎǿƻƴŜϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ ƻǊ рпм уфр-нусп 



Across the Kitchen Table 
Bob MacIntyre 

I  
tõs early March and the early bloomers are going strong. We have at least 18-20 rhodyõs in bloom now 

with some almost over. Some plants are blooming or showing almost a month early which is very surpris-

ing considering our weird winter this year. 

We had long stretches of cold weather with some frozen ground heaving, but very little frost damage. No plants 

were lost to freezing conditions. 

Late February and early March is the time to start this yearõs fertilizer program. Remember to spread your ferti-

lizer at the frip line and not under the plants. 

Most cuttings have been potted up and are doing well. A few laggards are still not fully rooted and will spend a 

few more weeks in the rooting bed. Most seem to be pushing vigorous new growth. As new growth begins, 

make sure you donõt have any deer around your yard. The new growth could become a salad bar for the deer. 

Try spraying your plants with milk diluted half and half with water. Several of the Siuslaw Chapter members 

have had good success with this method of deer repellent. If anyone has a favorite method that is successful for 

them, we would love to hear about it. 
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Some blooms around the MacIntyre gardenñphotos by Bob MacIntyre 
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Small Bulbs 
Robin Hansen 

N 
othing is quite so cheering in the dark damp days of late winter and early spring as small bulbs peering out from under 
shrubs and winter-dead sticks of who knows what.  Many of us have an abundance of rhododendrons, roses, etc. 
whose bare legs can be enlivened by very early color long before they themselves bloom.  Here in southwestern Ore-

gon, we can grow many bulbs, even in partial to full shade, that will offset the often continual gloom of winter.   

 

Several years ago I threw out a large number of packets of Cyclamen coum and C. hederifolium into the grass that is usually in 
light shade by mid-afternoon in summer.  They were packets that I thought were too old to germinate, but that I didnõt want to 
consign to the trash.  I now have both coum and hederifolium blooming, in winter and fall respectively.   

 

I suppose the small bulbs come to mind most because they are easy to plant in small places and in among the roots of established 
shrubs.  There are the tiny snowdrops which can be planted in areas with lots of light turning to mostly shade by late spring, and 
one of my favorites, with one-inch flowers in white, pink, pale or dark lavender, Ipheion uniflorum, which blooms happily for 
weeks even in the fully shaded greenhouse.  Itõs hardy and small enough that when the foliage dies down, it is hardly noticeable. 

 

Another small bulb, readily available at grocery stores this time of year, is narcissus, often the little daffodils with names like 
ôTete-a-Teteõ or ôJack Snipeõ, stuffed four bulbs to a three-inch pot, and a bargain that will readily increase.  Most of them have 
delightful fragrance as well and donõt seem to provide dessert for deer quite so easily as other bulbs. 

 

Donõt forget our native trilliums, especially Trillium rivale which has been blooming in the greenhouse for about three weeks 
now and is perfect in full shade.  It is by far the smallest of the trilliums, dainty and easily added to any shady area, of quickly 
clumping habit, and totally at home with our rhodies, wild flowering currants and smaller maples. 

 

Two other small bulbs that would go beautifully are Anemone nemerosa, often available in grocery store bulb racks in white, 
pink or blue, and much easier to grow than our native anemones, and Corydalis solida.  Yes, I did say Corydalis!  Many are 
bulbs, such as the lovely soft red (or dark pink) ôGeorge Bakerõ and others are varying shades of blue or lavender.  They are 
closely related to our bleeding hearts, but some are much earlier blooming. 

 


